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Renske Anne Giljam was born in Amsterdam in 1980. After secondary school (Barlaeus 
Gymnasium, Amsterdam), she travelled for three years and was involved in various environmental 
campaigns. In 2001 she commenced her law degree at the University of Groningen, during which 
time her daughter Noa was born (2004). At the university, Renske first got her Bachelor’s degree 
in International and European Law (2007), and subsequently concluded the Research Master 
‘Functionaliteit van het Recht’ cum laude (2011). Renske wrote her Master’s thesis on the air quality 
requirements for modern coal-fired combustion plants. For this thesis she was awarded the first 
prize by the Dutch Association of Energy Law (NeVER) in 2012. 
Questions left unanswered by her thesis, led to a research proposal that was accepted by the 
University of Groningen in 2012. Thus, for six years, Renske was employed at the Groningen 
Centre of Energy Law, where she has conducted her PhD research. After finishing this research 
in 2018, she started a position at the Province of Groningen, assisting in the development of new 
policies for onshore wind energy.
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